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wherein plural devices cunleiil contend for transmission time on the network by transmitting 
priority resolution symbols during a priority resolution period, including defining a QoS manager 
constructed and arranged to compete with the plural devices on the network; and providing an 
extended priority resolution slot for transmission of a priority resolution symbol at the end of the 
normal priority resolution period. 

It is an object of the invention to provide a control mechanism to insure one or 
more of the following attributes of a session, depending upon the needs of the supported 
applications: (1) availability of adequate bandwidth; (2) low jitter; and/or (3) low latency. 

This summary and objectives of the invention are provided to enable quick 
comprehension of the nature of the invention. A more thorough understanding of the invention 
may be obtained by reference to the following detailed description of the preferred embodiment 
of the invention in connection with the drawings. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

Fig. 1 depicts a prior art contention protocol. 

Fig. 2 depicts the contention protocol according to the method of the invention. 
Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiment 

a A typical CSMA/CA ad hoc network utilizes a single channel that must be 
shared by all stations on the physical network. A station wishing to communicate with another 
station(s) sends packets, referred to as a MAC protocol data units (MPDUs) A over the channel. 
Before a station may send a packet, it must contend for the channel; only the winner of a 
contention is permitted to transmit. 
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